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A Few Tips for 
Annual 
Campaigns

Please DON’T DO JUST 
ONE CAMPAIGN A YEAR

But if you’re going to do 
one DO IT RIGHT



Anatomy of a 
Good Annual 
Campaign

Ask Ask people to make testimonials about your key community programs 
and missions.

Involve Involve everyone in the church through Bible studies and children’s 
ministry lessons.

Determine Determine a timeframe to launch and celebrate your campaign.

Choose Choose a Stewardship program with supporting materials.
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Choose
Choose a Stewardship program with supporting materials.
Determine
Determine a timeframe to launch and celebrate your campaign.
Involve
Involve everyone in the church through Bible studies and children’s ministry lessons.
Ask
Ask people to make testimonials about your key community programs and missions.




Anatomy of a 
Good Annual 
Campaign

Follow up Plan ahead to follow up with folks who make a pledge of commitment.

Educate Help the congregation understand Connectional Giving and their part 
in it.

Plan Plan a celebration weekend including a Legacy Giving seminar. 

Testify Ask an elder member to write a letter to the members sharing about 
how the church has impacted their life.
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Testify
Ask an elder member to write a letter to the members sharing about how the church has impacted their life.
Plan
Plan a celebration weekend including a Legacy Giving seminar. 
Educate
Help the congregation understand Connectional Giving and their part in it. Please go to www.resourceumc.org or www.umcdiscipleship.org/ for more information.
Follow up
Plan ahead to follow up with folks who make a pledge of commitment.




Additional Tips

GET HELP -
https://umfwestohio.org/stewardship-
education-resources/. 

GET GRAPHICS 

GET PLEDGE CARDS
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Carefully choose your theme/stewardship program guide. Make sure to check out the resources on our website at  https://umfwestohio.org/stewardship-education-resources/. 

Make sure you take full advantage of any graphics, materials or other visual aids you can utilize that are provided by your chosen stewardship program guide. Include these in your weekly or monthly newsletter, bulletin, or other materials. You’ll need to think about and plan for their consistent use in advance.

Make sure you have commitment/pledge cards that are distributed at least 2 weeks prior to your Stewardship Weekend event. Your stewardship program guide should give you some templates but if they don’t, we may be able to help.


https://umfwestohio.org/stewardship-education-resources/
https://umfwestohio.org/stewardship-education-resources/
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Even More 
Tips

ASK CELEBRATE THANK 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Don’t forget to ask! Make sure that your congregation hears that ask clearly through the congregational letter, the pulpit, the website, the newsletter, etc. and receives clear instructions as to how to respond with a pledge of support. Make sure they know they can give online and be sure (in advance) that process is easy and smooth.

with food after your Sunday service on your Stewardship Weekend, such as a potluck/carry-in dinner or outdoor picnic or event.

make sure you have built in multiple ways to thank donors for their faithfulness; then continue to show them how their gifts are working in your church and community.




Balancing 
Different Types 
of Giving

Ongoing Support

Year round reminders and 
asks for Annual Giving, 
Ongoing Mission giving, 
Special Sundays, Legacy 
giving reminders

Special Mission 
Giving

Christmas, Easter and 5th

Sundays

Capital and 
Endowment Giving

Specific asks or campaigns 
and Legacy Planning 
seminars
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If you aren’t careful about planning your requests to give, your congregation can feel like they are being nickled and dimed. Consider this guidance for how to space out your requests and incorporate special giving campaigns.



Let us Help!
www.umfwestohio.org
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The Foundation is here to help you and can provide coaching and resources. Make sure to check out our website. 

http://www.umfwestohio.org/


Contact Us!

www.umfwestohio.org
Susan Black
sblack@wocumc.org
380-223-9257
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I’m excited to hear how you will inspire, engage and celebrate your congregation’s stewardship campaign this year. Remember that the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio is here for you. 

We have stewardship resources and coaching available to help you meet and exceed your financial stewardship goals. Contact us today for more information or go to our website to find resources. May God bless you in your ministry.

http://www.umfwestohio.org/
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