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Foundation Honors Award Winners at Celebration Luncheon
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The Foundation hosted its Celebration Luncheon on
May 28 at Capital University during the 2025 West
Ohio Annual Conference. About 70 clergy members,
donors and friends of the Foundation were in
attendance for this biennial event. Attendees heard
from outgoing Board Chair Eric Rice and keynote
speaker Bishop Hee-Soo Jung. Awards including the

new Builders Award were bestowed on four

recipients.

The Norman K. Quick Heart for Giving Award is
given to an individual or couple who exemplify
generosity through their commitment of time, talent
and treasure to the ministries and mission of the
West Ohio Conference UMC. This year's winner
was Eric Rice. In addition to his decades of faithful
service to his home church, Church of the Saviour

UMC in Westerville, Eric is a dedicated financial

professional, counseling his clients in accordance
with his deep Christian faith. He served on the board of the Board of the Council of Development and

Foundation for 12 years, the last two as chair.

The Lasting Legacy award honors a United
Methodist donor who has used the Foundation to
make a planned gift with a significant impact on a
church, ministry, mission, school, or organization.
Nominees may be living or may receive the award
posthumously. This year's winner was Ketha

Robbins, founder of the Clara's Kiddies/Jesse's Vine

Endowment. Ketha's endowment provides grants for

VBS programs across the Conference. See below for a list of the grant winners for this year.



The Builders Award is a new award given to a local
church. It honors the outstanding leadership of local
church committee members who demonstrate a
significant commitment to the future of their
congregation  through their investment and
stewarships efforts. This year's winner was Gaines

UMC (Cincinnati). Pastor Alethea Botts and Mrs.

Valarie Willis accepted the award on behalf of the
committee of women leaders who have taken turns leading the church finance committee and ensuring

the church's future by creating and building an endowment.

The Bishop’'s Award for Philanthropic
Leadership honors an individual or couple who
have provided significant leadership to the
Conference in fundraising or capital campaigns,
church or individual stewardship, or other
fundraising efforts. Winners must be active
members of a UM church in West Ohio and

serve or served on Conference boards, lead

teams, or committees. This year's winner was
Bruce Boyd. Bruce has served the WOC for decades as a member of annual conference and in nearly
every leadership capacity in the local church. As Board Chair, Bruce was at the helm when the decision
was made to create a Foundation and shepherded the Council on Development through the process.

Without Burce, there simply wouldn't be a foundation in West Ohio.

Fourteen Churches Receive VBS Mini-Grants

The Foundation awarded mini-grants to VBS programs across West Ohio in March thanks to the
generosity of the Clara's Kiddies/Jesse's Vine Endowment Fund. $5500 was awarded to 14 churches out
of 49 that

applied. The winners included:

e First UMC (Ada)

e Central Avenue UMC (Athens)
e Coburn UMC (Zanesville)
 First Fil-Am UMC (Kettering)

¢ Grace UMC (St. Mary's)

« Hilliard UMC



e Iglesia Hispana St. Mark's UMC (Columbus)
e« Maumee UMC

¢ Monroe UMC

e First UMC (New Carlisle)

e Trinity UMC (Ottawa)

e Pandora and Gilboa Charge (Pandora)

e Walnut Stree UMC

¢ Wesley Church of Hope UMC

FOUNDATION RESOURCES

The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio invites all clergy and local church leaders from across
the Ohio Episcopal Area to attend a two-day summit focused on growing a culture of generosity in the
local church. Hear from experts in the field and relax in the beautiful environs of Maumee Bay State Park
in Toledo, OH. Hotel registration ends August 1. $350.00 includes registration, meals and one night's
stay at the lodge. Go to this page for more information and to register. Questions can be directed to

Susan Black at sblack@wocumc.org.


https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2023/
http://sblack@wocumc.org/
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Upcoming Free Foundation Educational Opportunities:

Saving Grace Clergy Edition - - Online Class Coming Again this Summer!

Join Rev. Anna Guillozet for an 8 week course intended to help clergy address one of the most important
aspects of their lives and careers: their finances. Clergy who complete the course will receive a $250
stipend. The class will begin July 14 and continue once a week through August 25. Registration is open

here.


https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=2325

SAVING
GRACE

ASSET MANAGER UPDATES

Investment Manager Update
Watch Wespath's Video:

Interested in receiving Wespath's monthly and quarterly market reflections directly to your email?


https://umfwestohio.org/clergy-education-courses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udMdg3WoXAA
https://a18814.actonsoftware.com/acton/ct/18814/s-083a-2501/Bct/l-073d/l-073d:ac08/ct10_1/1/lu?sid=TV2%3An2yMuNwmw

Contact Maddy DeWitt to request access: mdewitt@wocumc.org.

FINANCES

Campbell's Dishes Up Results

Treasury Yields Vary

Mortgage Rates Decline

Thank you for your vested interest in helping build disciples of Jesus Christ. To access any of our

resources, please go to our website.

FREE ESTATE PLANNING GUIDE

It's never too late to plan for the people and causes you care about. Our easy-to-
use estate planning guide can help you gather the information you need before

meeting with your attorney.

Download Guide »

PLANNED GIVING CALCULATORS
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Use our online calculator to view the tax and income benefits of making a gift to
support our cause. This can help you determine the best plan to meet your needs

and goals.

View Calculators »
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