Mission Giving Discernment Process

Before you begin, you’ll need to do some pre-work to prepare for your discussion.

1. First, ask a few of your team members to do some research on your geographic area. You can find much of this information
from census data and your local municipal, township, or county government. Look for things like:

e Demographics — race, age, ethnicity, etc.

e  Average household income

e  Major employers

e Social programs that serve your area (government, nonprofit)

e School system information - school district scorecard, number of kids served, etc.

e  Housing mix — how many people own a home? Does your community include subsidized housing?
e Senior living and senior service options

2. Then gather information about what missions your church has supported in the past 5-10 years and why (if known). Note
how the money was raised for each mission, if possible.
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Step 1: Look at the information you gathered about what missions your
church supported in the past. Discuss why these missions have been
supported. How was the money raised to support them? Rank these missions
based on your church’s current interest and engagement level.

Step 2: Now look at the demographic information. What does it tell you
about your community and its possible needs? (Bring in a guest speaker to
discuss this if needed.) Then compare your current mission support with the

information you discovered in your demographic research. Are there any
areas of concern to which your church has not responded? What are some
areas of community concern that speak to you as a congregation today?

Step 3: Pray. Pray corporately and individually about the information you
have gathered and pray for guidance about how God is calling your church to
respond. Don’t skip this step but set aside time for prayerful discernment
before meeting again. Consider providing guidance to team members about
how to pray for this need. If desired, invite the entire congregation to do so,
as well.
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Step 4: Converse. Get your team back together
after a time of prayer and discernment to discuss
what you felt God leading you to do. Allow
everyone to share their experience and gather the
information into one list.

Step 5: Now based on your previous research,
current mission support, prayer and discernment,
and UMC considerations (see p. 6-7), narrow your
focus to no more than 6 major mission initiatives,
with an ideal number of 3. Consider local, regional,
national, and international options.
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Step 6: Make an implementation plan for each mission. Consider the following for each mission effort:

e What time of year should each mission be highlighted? (Tip: Spread them out to 1 per quarter.)
e What is your fundraising goal for the upcoming year for each mission?

e How will you share information about the mission?

e How will you share giving options to support it?

e How and when will you report your goal progress to the congregation?

e Who will oversee these efforts?

This work can be incorporated into the Implementation Plan Template included in the Generosity Abounds!
resource list.

Step 7: Share your work with the congregation. Share your excitement and enthusiasm for how your church
plans to make an impact on missions this year!



Local Giving

The Advance
and UMFWO
Nonprofit

Partners

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwid

e/umcgiving/the-advance

https://westohioumc.org/stewardship-
finance/nonprofit-partners-program

Make sure you consider missions listed in The
Advance. While there are hundreds of options to
choose from all over the world, there are two in Ohio:
Good Works, Inc. and Jackson Area Ministries.

The UMFWO works with 7 Nonprofit Partners - local
501(c)3 organizations with strong ties to the UMC:

Community Mountain Wesley Chapel
Development Mentors Kindway New Life New Path, Inc. Serve City MiZsion P
for ?(I)III:S?pIe (MRD) (ORD) (ORD) (WLD) (WLD) Center (GMD)



https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/the-advance
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/the-advance

Your church can support the work of the West
Ohio Conference through ministries and missions
that impact people in our region and world.
WOC : : . o
Consider supporting these important ministries.

Regional Giving:

Connectional

Ministries

WOC Connectional Ministries

. . Global
https://www.westohioumc.or Youth and West Ohio Volunteers in All In Mission

g/ministries/local-mission Young Adults Disaster Mission Community

Relief Partners

Overseas



https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/local-mission
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/local-mission

Participate in special Sunday

SVC Glving: Offerings whether in addition to

your church’s mission focus or

Special incorporated into it.

Sundays

e Human Relations Day

e One Great Hour of Sharing

e World Communion Sunday

e United Methodist Student Day

htts:www.resourceumc.or ¢ Peace With JUStice Sunday

Sn/churchwide/UmCRIving/Spec e Native American Ministries Sunday
ial-sundays



https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays
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